Annual Meeting of Parish Council 7th May 2026 - Chairs Report
Local and Parish Council Elections were held in May last year. Your elected Councillors and their roles are:
Graham Ellis 	Chair
David Taylor	Vice Chair and Recreation Area
Graham Gulliver	Planning and Development
Darren Parker	Highways
Jean Turner		Villager feedback and concerns
Matt Killick		Finance and payments authoriser
Robert Secret 	Coopted Member – Village projects and funding options.
Our Parish Clerk, Camilla Durnin, was appointed as RFO.

There have been 6 Council Meetings in the full year since the last Annual Meeting:
1. Planning and Development
There has been little ‘in village’ activity this year. The proposed single dwelling application (formerly garages) at the back of The Elms is still pending a decision.
We have joined up with Tingewick and Gawcott with Lenborough Parish Councils to register our concerns with Buckinghamshire Council about the site opposite the Council Depot on Preston Road. Anticipated occupation by travellers with mobile homes and caravans did not occur over Easter. We are continuing to be vigilant. 
2. Highways Maintenance
We are very grateful for the farmland works undertaken adjacent to Pound Lane and South End to alleviate flooding of these roads.
This winter’s weather has had a major impact on all roads in the area with significant increases in potholes. We have frequent conversations with the Council Local Area Technician, and your continued and multiple reporting via the ‘Fix My Street’ is the best way to get our local repairs prioritised.
3. Recreation Area maintenance
Annual Safety Check recommendations (from May2025) have been actioned and equipment replacements installed.  
The overgrown shrub areas along the playground and teenage shelter boundaries have been cleared. We intend to remove all shrubs and grass seed area to improve the look and make it easier to maintain.
Villager concerns were taken on board about the proposed felling of the Oak Tree (referred to as the Millenium tree) in the Recreation Area. We have planted three new Oak trees at the bottom of the site to compensate for the loss.
6. Financial
Due to the cost of maintenance and repairs to the playground and zipwire, we have decided to increase to our precept by 7% for 2026/7. 
7. Village Projects and Funding
We have replaced the Salt Bin in the Village Square and are in the process of replacing the Bench opposite the Old School.
We are in the process of putting together a medium term plan of maintenance, repairs and replacements to support applications to funding bodies like HS2. 

Graham Ellis
