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Preston Bissett Parish Council 
 

Parish Councillors attended the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday7th  March 2024 at The Old 

School, Preston Bissett. The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.  
 

In attendance were: Graham Ellis (Chair), Nic Wheble (Vice Chair), Graham Gulliver, Matt Killick, Pat  
Webb and Jean Turner 
Clerk: Kim Proffitt 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

MINUTES 
 

Mar 0724/1 Apologies None 
 

Mar 0724/2 Declaration of Interests: MK declared an interest in planning item Mar 0724/5-5. 
   

Mar 0724/3 Approval of Minutes from 7 December 2023 and 4 January 2024 Meetings The minutes     
     were unanimously agreed as accurate and were signed by the Chairman.     
                                       
Mar 0724/4  Payments and Finances for Approval by the Parish Council 

 
Mar 0724/4-1 Bank Balances were noted:  

       Treasurers Account: £531.70. Business Account: £7.689.41. 
Mar 0724/4-2 Payment for approval - £52.48 payable to K Proffitt for Ink was approved. 
Mar 0724/4-3 Income and expenditure was noted:  

       Income: £9.30 Bank Interest on 11/12/23 and £8.44 Bank Interest on 9/1/24.  
       Expenditure: £207.82 Clerks Salary on 5/1/24, £27.80 to HMRC on 5/1/24 £61.66 N  
       Power on 18/1/24, £207.36 to Scribe Accounts on 16/2/24, £207.82 Clerks Salary on  
      16/2/24, £27.80 to HMRC on 16/2/24 and £64.92 N Power on 17/2/24.  

Mar 0724/4-4 Councillors noted that £500 was transferred from the Business Account to the  
       Treasurers Account on 29/1/24 to cover payments. 

Mar 0724/4-5 Councillors noted that a VAT Return was submitted on 6/2/24 claiming £384.01. 
Jul 0623/5  

Planning Applications received prior to the meeting  
 

Parish council noted the following planning updates: 
 
Mar 0724/5-1 Variation of Condition 11 (wording) relating to application of 18/03808/APP (Erection 

of an Agricultural Workers' Dwelling). A & R Mullins Livestock & Equestrian Services 

Sandhill Farm Cowley Road Preston Bissett Buckinghamshire MK18 4DP. REF: 
23/03296/VRC Approved 

 
Mar 0724/5-2 Householder application for demolition of single storey flat roof rear extension and 

erection of single storey pitched roof rear extension - Rosemary Cottage South End 
Preston Bissett Buckinghamshire MK18 4LR. Ref. No: 23/03778/APP Approved 
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Mar 0724/5-3 Certificate of lawful existing use for existing separate driveway,  
existing swimming pool and associated garden and outbuildings, existing  
garage/office barn in existing position and existing barn with ancillary residential  
use as office/wc and shower. Cowley Old House Barns, Cowley Road, Preston  
Bissett, Buckinghamshire, MK18 4DS. Ref: 23/03902/CPE. Awaiting Decision 
 

Mar 0724/5-4 Removal of condition 3 (agricultural occupancy) relating to application BR/585/67  
(erection of dwelling with garage). Poplars Farm South End Preston Bissett      
Buckinghamshire MK18 4LR. Councillors noted that an appeal has been lodged 
with the secretary of state and a hearing is booked for 8 May 2024. Appeal Ref: 
23/00100/REF   

 
The Parish Council considered the following planning application: 
 
Mar 0724/5-5 Field View Pound Lane Preston Bissett Buckinghamshire MK18 4LX Householder  

application for new roof, dormer windows and ridgeline increase to facilitate loft 
conversion, garage conversion into habitable space, front/side extension, porch, rear 
extension, increased height of chimney, alterations to existing fenestration, render and 
new hardstanding. Ref: 24/00509/APP. There were no objections, clerk to log the 
response on the planning portal. Action - Clerk 

  
Mar 0724/6 Yearly Planner Actions for March and c/f prior meetings 
Mar 0724/6-1 Village Liaison – Potholes were discussed, they have been marked up but not filled 

as yet. the Chair has emailed the Local Area Technician asking the team to deal 
with the outstanding potholes which have previously been reported via fix my street.  

  
It was agreed the animal bench on the square should be moved to the playground 
and the jubilee bench in the playground be moved to the square. In addition, the 
bench near Oakleigh House will be checked for signs of wear and tear GG, PW & 
MK to resolve at the same time as the salt bin. Action – GG, PW, MK.   
    

Mar 0724/6-2 Rec Ground Contracts Review – PW reported that the Recreation ground works are 
ongoing and the invoice will follow. The clerk will check that the grass mowing 
contract was approved for two years last year and confirm with PC. Action – Clerk. 

    
Mar 0724/6-3  Year End Return/Accounts Prep and Asset Register Update – The clerk confirmed  

that the asset register has been updated by the chair and that a schedule in place 
for the year end sign off.  

 
Mar 0724/6-4 Rec Ground Mowing Rota – The mowing schedule will be held off this summer as  

plans are in place to let the grass grow longer to become a wild life area.. This will 
be reviewed and mowing will be arranged if it is needed at a later date. The clerk will 
compose a note to be put on the village website updating residents. Action - Clerk 
   

Mar 0724/6-5 Risk Assessment & Management Policy Review. The chair has reviewed the  
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policy, it has been updated and will be shared with councillors and placed on the 
website. Action – Clerk. 

  
Mar 0724/7 Correspondence or previously circulated items for review, note or approval 
 
Mar 0724/7-1 Recreation Ground Revamp Update  - PW reported that the Rec works to reduce  

the overgrown shrubs are still in progress, the moss hasn’t been sprayed yet as its  
been too wet but the benches have been painted and are ready will be back in place  
soon. Ongoing maintenance in the area was discussed, GG volunteered to trim the  
shrubbery back on occasion and that if it grew too much, it was agreed that the  
current contractor could be booked to cut the shrubbery right back again. The area  
will be left to become an additional wildlife area within the Rec ground to help  
encourage native plants and insects etc.    

 
Mar 0724/7-2 Bi-Monthly Meetings – Councilors agreed to move to the proposed 6 meetings per  

year. The chair and clerk have reviewed and updated the standing orders and yearly  
planner which was shared prior to the meeting by email. It was agreed to adopt the  
updated versions of both of these documents.  

 
The financial regulations had also been reviewed by the RFO and it was noted that 
a couple of figures (relating to how much can be spent with the approval of the chair  
and RFO in between meetings) and one date needed to change (approval of clerks  
salary from Oct to Nov as there will be no Oct meeting) to bring them in line with the  
new standing orders. It was agreed to adopt the regulations once the edits had  
been made. The RFO will make the edits and the clerk will share once checked.   
Action – NW/Clerk 

 
Mar 0724/7-3 Street Lighting Review – The clerk shared the cost of three different options from  

the street lighting company for reducing the street lighting bill. It was agreed that all  
options were costly especially as the bulbs have recently been changed to LED’s  
and the cost for this has not yet recouped. There is no financial gain from these  
figures therefore the clerk will keep the figures on file incase a grant becomes  
available in the future to pay for the works.  

 
Mar 0724/7-4 Meeting with LAT Update – The chair gave an update on the plan that was put in  

place in December; the ditch works have been completed and Bucks Council did  
some work on the gullies but there is still flooding at the common. He highlighted  
that the ditches are flowing now but the drain on the other side doesn’t seem to  
work. This has possibly not been jetted enough. The chair has requested a meeting  
with the Local Area Technician so will include this in the meeting to see if there is  
any feedback from the jetting works. Action – GE.  

  
He also reported that the pond was overflowing further down by Little Brook Farm, 
Some rubbish was removed from the drain and this immediately flowed better. Part  
of the road has subsided so this will probably always be an issue.  
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The chair welcomed villagers to keep an eye on all drains and remove any loose  
Twigs/leaves etc which may cause blockages or problems later on.  

  
In addition, the potholes are still to be done, The Common as been tarmacked but  
Is still muddy from the contractors, they will clean up when they finish their works. 
The corner at Bushes Lane/Pound Lane has been re-tarmacked although the drain  
there now seems to be flooding which will be reported to the LAT in the meeting. 
Action – GE. 

 
Finally, the hedging has been done on North End.  

.  
Mar 0724/8 Meetings and Training - Nothing to report 
Mar 0724/9 Action List  -    Completed/Closed since last meeting/Open and to be updated 
Mar 0724/10 Items for the next Agenda 
 
Mar 0724/10-1 It was reported that a planning application has been made in the Hillesden area  

which may be of interest to the Parish Council. Planning ref 24/00131/APP. The 
clerk will check the south of Preston Road site which was refused planning 
permission and nothing has yet been done in terms of enforcement and report back. 
(Ref: 23/02597/APP). Action - Clerk 

 
Mar 0724/11 Date of next meeting  25 April 2024. Annual meeting at 7pm followed by monthly 

meeting. Clerk to invite all village clubs/societies. Action - Clerk 
 

Close of Meeting   
Open Forum  
Meeting end 
 
Preston Bissett Website www.prestonbissett.co.uk 
 

http://www.prestonbissett.co.uk/

