
Preston Bissett Parish Council  
 
The Parish Council Meeting on Wednesday 1st September 2021 at The Old 
School did not go ahead as it was not quorate. All business will be transferred to 
the October meeting on 7th October 2021 at 7.30pm except for finance items 
which the clerk has sought approval from councillors for via email.  
 
Members of the parish council that were present were given an update on 
Buckinghamshire Council from Councillor Patrick Fealey who was accompanied 
by Councillor Caroline Cornell. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Councillor Patrick Fealey – Update on Buckinghamshire Council 
 
Cllr Fealey explained that the three newly elected councillors are attending all 
parishes within the Buckingham West ward to give an update on the newly 
formed unitary council and highlight issues they are focussing on currently. Going 
forwards the parish council will be able to invite a councillor to a monthly meeting 
and give them a time slot in which to speak. 
 
Historically, Buckinghamshire used to have five district councils and one county 
council. When they merged in April 2020 to create the unitary authority there 
were 203 councillors. This number was reduced to 147 councillors at the election 
in May 2021. There are currently three councillors per ward, our councillors are 
Robin Staunchbury, Caroline Cornell and Patrick Fealey. The boundary 
commission are looking into how many councillors are needed across the 
authority so this number will change again in the future.  
 
Cllr Fealey assured the Parish Council that ours is a busy patch with lots going 
on and explained that each of the three councillors have been assigned areas of 
work to focus on. He highlighted the Community Boards, our local one is the 
Buckingham and Villages Community Board. Any community group can attend 
these meetings and there is funding available to help with community activities. 
He explained that certain criteria applies to funding however highways, youth and 
environment are a priority. There is no maximum amount and matched funding 
helps as it proves there is support for a project.  
 
A brief explanation of the planning committee and strategic planning committee 
(responsible for schools/minerals/waste) was given as the numbers of planning 
applications are currently 38% higher than normal. There is a huge backlog 
within the planning department and planners are in demand. 
 
East West Rail and High Speed 2 are also of major concern. EW Rail runs from 
Bletchley, through Winslow, Calvert and onto Bicester while HS2 comes through 
Chetwode, Barton Hartshorn and on to Calvert. EW Rail will cross over the top of 
HS2 at Calvert and there are combined construction sites at Calvert. EW Rail is 



due to open in 2024 and HS2 later than this. As a result of the works, Ox Lane 
(Padbury) is closed to normal traffic as it has been deemed unsafe and the roads 
around Steeple Claydon (Queen Catherine Road in particular) are disintegrating. 
Permission for viaduct work in the Turweston area has not been granted due to 
road safety concerns (it would have meant an increase of up to 1000 cars a day 
while work was being carried out).     
 
Councillors are working hard to keep EW Rail and HS2 vehicles out of local 
villages where possible and are urging anyone to report any incidents. All works 
vehicles are tracked and signs are visible in cabs as to which organisation they 
belong to. Drivers have been sacked for not following the rules. Sadly, drivers 
have been targeted in some areas, particularly the south of the county, and are 
permitted not to display which organisation they belong to in certain areas in 
order to keep them safe. 
 
With regards to roads, Cllr Cornell is working to reduce the speed limit on the 
Tingewick Road in Buckingham and through Bufflers Holt. EW Rail and HS2 
have designated routes and are creating haul roads for the larger infrastructure 
moving in and these will help keep traffic away from villages.  
 
Finally, a discussion was had regarding grants available which may help with 
repairs and works at The Old School, examples of recent successful projects 
include the new park at Luggershall, Tingewick Village hall and Westbury 
Community Centre.  
 
 
 
Date of next Parish Council meeting 
7th October 2021 at 7.30pm 
 
Preston Bissett Website www.prestonbissett.co.uk 
Email: parishcouncil@prestonbissett.co.uk 
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