
Annual Meeting Report 

3 June 2021 at 7pm 

 

Ron Aspinall (treasurer) provided the Parish Council with an update on the church: 

Ron apologised that he couldn’t do his usual financial review as although the accounts have been 
prepared, they are not signed off yet due to the difficulties caused by covid. He explained that covid 
has had an effect of the finances to the point where the church is losing £400 per month. They have 
a number of fixed outgoings such as the vicars salary, insurance and a roof alarm which costs £1000 
per year to maintain but is needed for insurance purposes. In terms of income, the church has a 
small trust which provides about £1000 per year and a number of villagers have a standing order for 
pledged giving. Ron was pleased at the response to an email he sent late last summer making 
villagers aware that they could donate to the church in this way and received new donations as a 
result. 

Ron recently made the Oxford Diocese aware of the financial situation and as a result now pay only 
half of their usual payment to them. Ron recognises that many other organisations across the 
country are in a similar situation due to the effects of the covid pandemic but he is hopeful that 
things will improve as things return to normal. There is a service on Sunday and he is hoping that a 
fundraiser can be organised soon.  

The Parish Council were also updated on the Old School Hall: 

A new charity has been formed and approved named the ‘Preston Bissett Leisure Trust’. This new 
charity will lease the Old School Hall from the trustees in order to improve and run the Old School 
building as a hall for the village. The three trustees, Rev David Hiscock, Graham Gulliver and Ron 
Aspinall, are working on this and all should be finalised within a few more weeks. Hopefully very 
soon the village hall will be at the village's disposal. Ron also mentioned that a structural survey had 
been completed on the Old School hall and will be shared soon. There is work to do, typical of 
buildings of a similar age, but he reassured the council there are no horrors. He also confirmed the 
new charity, "Preston Bissett Leisure Trust" will not be leasing the Old School Master's house, but 
will be leasing the Old School classroom areas, the playground and gardens beyond. 

 

   


