
PRESTON BISSETT ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING – 2nd MAY 2019, 7.30pm. 

Facilitated and Chaired by PBPC.  Attended by 8 villagers 

Parish Council round up of 2018/19 

• Pulled out of Devolved Services 

• Reviewed and commented on 13 planning applications 

• Applied for Grant, purchase and installation of new PC noticeboard 

• Arranged removal of old disused clothing bin and arranged new Salvation Army Clothing bin, 

which has to date provided the Village with £35 of donations. 

• Appointed an RFO who has updated the financial records to make them clearer for public 

viewing and Clerks use. 

• Established ‘roles’ for each Councillor (Grants, Village Liaison, RFO, Planning, Recreation 

Ground)  

• Reviewed the Parish Councils Banking and submitted mandates to update the Banks records 

to ensure compliance with the PC’s financial Policy 

• Created a yearly planner containing all regular items that the PC must address on a month 

by month basis. 

• Arranged a Tree Inspection Survey and works of the Recreation ground in accordance with 

ADVC requirements 

• Arranged a safety report for the recreation ground equipment. 

• Arrange two Village meetings re: HS2 

• Kept website up to date with information regarding: 

o HS2 updates 

o Oxford Expressway Updates  

o Bucks Unitary Authority updates 

• Streetlighting management  

• Installed a table Tennis table and new gate in recreation ground, meeting the Village voting 

request, and thus using all the S106 money before expiry 

• Removed new litter bins and installed new ones, which are now emptied by BCC regularly 

• Agreed new policies relating to: 

o Data Protection 

o (review of ) Standing Orders and Risk Assessments 

o Code of conduct (and updated register of interest) 

o Financial Regulations 

o GDPR 

o Equality and Diversity 

o Freedom of Information 

• As well as resolving and assisting with a host of questions/queries from individual villagers. 

Future plans: 

• Streetlighting – review of cost, replace of bulbs with LEDs/Solar and Grant applications to 

cover this cost 

• Continue to inform the village of events/issues that affect the Village and surrounding areas 

Church round up of 2018/19 



• Church income was £13,763, with £6,000 of this coming from Village contributions, via fund 

raising events held in the village. 

• The Church has had to spend £7,000 on a new roof alarm system, to meet insurance 

requirements.  This system means that in the event of damage and/or theft of the roof the 

insurance will cover the cost of repair/rebuild, which could cost in excess of £200,000. 

• As a result of this large cost reserves are depleted and so further fundraising will be stepped 

up this year to try and recover the costs incurred. 

• Church would like to thank the Villagers for their support, directly, and via event support as 

without these much needed funds the Church would simply fall into a state of disrepair. 

• Questions were raised regarding spaces available for burial.  Church Wardens confirmed that 

spaces that have been reserved will be honoured, but that there is no further space available 

for burial.  There are however Crematoria spaces available. 

• It has been noted that the paved footpath leading up the Church is uneven and wobbling in 

places.  Wardens confirmed that they will investigate getting this fixed. 

Events Committee Round up of 2018/19 

• There are 10 regular members, but they would welcome any new members, and/or fresh 

ideas for events/fundraising activities.  Any suggestions can be sent via the website 

comments page. 

• Lots of events planned this year, see website for details.  New event this year is the Auction 

of Promises, which hopes to raise much needed Church funds. 

• Charity Fundraising - Events throughout the year are hailed as Church Events and are kindly 

insured by the Ecclesiastical Church Insurance.  But, in the past money has been raised for all 

manner of charities, such as, Bicester Food Bank, Cancer Research, MIND, etc. and the 

Events Committee and very open to hearing about Charities that Villagers would like to raise 

money for. 

Village Website Round up of 2018/19 

• The website team are overwhelmed by the number of Villagers who have signed up to 

receive it’s updates and is pleased to report positive feedback.  It is also clear from the 

website reports that notices are being read and reviewed by most on the subscription list. 

• The site is also being used to communicate problems in and around the village, which the 

website team have acted on or passed to the PC to respond. 

• Comments were made about raising the profile of the website to get more people 

subscribed.  The website team are unable to filter names of subscribers to enable a targeted 

leaflet drop as this goes against the GDPR policy but will consider adding details of the 

website to the Village Fete flier, and possibly arranging a stand at the Village Fete. 

Meeting closed 8.15pm 


